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Regular Meeting of the Town Board of Putnam, July 14™ 2005

At 7:00PM the regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board was opened and began by
auditing the bills, Supervisors monthly report and the Town Clerks monthly report.
Supervisor John LaPointe opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll
call was taken with the following members present:

Present: Supervisor John LaPointe
Councilman Kevin Hart
Councilman Greg Harris
Councilwoman Shirley Randall
Councilwoman Cathie Burke

Others present: Patricia Wilson (Town Clerk); Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Town Clerk);
Gary Smith (Superintendent of Highways); Rose Blood (Town Historian); Sandra
Coulter; Bob Coulter; Jim Colloten; Charles Bain; Tom Cummings; Constance Conoby;
Michael Furdyna; Marion Lamphere and Mina Spelman.

Resolution #77

ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2005 MEETING

Councilman Greg Harris made the motion to accept the minutes of the June 2005 meeting
as presented. Councilman Kevin Hart seconded the motion. All voted Aye. MOTION
CARRIED.

Resolution #78

ACCEPT THE TOWN SUPERVISORS MONTHLY REPORT FOR

JUNE 2005

Councilman Greg Harris made the motion to accept the Supervisors Monthly Report,
seconded by Councilwoman Shirley Randall. All voted Aye. MOTION CARRIED

Resolution #79

ACCEPT THE TOWN CLERKS MONTHLY REPORT FOR JUNE 2005
Councilwoman Cathie Burke made the motion to accept the Town Clerks Monthly
Report, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart. All vot' d Aye. Motion Carried.




Resolution #80

PAY AUDITED BILLS

On motion of Councilman Greg Harris, seconded by Councilwoman Cathie Burke, the
following resolution was: ADOPTED.  Ayes 4, Nays 0

Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #7 in the following amounts;

General Account # 133 - 160 $12,243.18

Highway Account # 74 —87 $8,537.64
And, Resolved that a bill be paid on Abstract #3

Capitol Barn Project #5 $3,851.25
CORRESPONDANCE

Supervisor LaPointe received a letter from Ray Frued, commending Highway
Superintendent Gary Smith and the Town Crew for their quick action in repairing the
culvert at Beach Lane, which was flooded out during a recent storm.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR

Bob Coulter of Gull Bay

Mr. Coulter explains that over the last 3-4 years there have been problems at the Gull Bay
Beach, with the sand migrating from the beach to the boathouses and docks. “It’s getting
to the point where we can’t use our facilities.” He is asking the board to do something
about it. Supervisor LaPointe informed Mr. Coulter that Dan Decker (PE ~ Project
Director of the Lake George Planning for the Next Century) is sending a boat up to Gull
Bay to do test borings; a dredge boat will then come in to dredge the whole bay. Mr.
Coulter feels that the sand will continue to run off the beach. He spoke to a
representative from the LGPA today and they agreed that something besides the dredging
should to be done. The representative suggested that if there were less of a slope at the
beach, it would alleviate some of the problem. Councilman Kevin Hart explained that the
test borings would tell us what kind of sediment is there, whether it is beach sand or
something else. Councilman Hart further stated that he thinks “everyone would agree
that when construction on the upper roadway was going on, a lot of gravel came down
and went into the streams.” Mr. Coulter presented to the board, pictures of his boathouse
taken from 1994 until the present time.




Mike Furdyna of Gull Bay

Mr. Furdyna feels that one of the problems “in conjunction with the beach sand is a span
space of four drains that takes all the run off and sediment into the center of the bay
where the affected boat houses and docks are near by.” Mr. Furdyna explains that years
ago, there used to be a drainage system along the road in front of all the houses. He
states “it might not be the answer, but I feel it allowed the sediment and run off from the
mountain to settle out before it was washed into the bay.” He feels that if a catch basin
were put on the end of the culvert, it would prevent the road from being washed out.
Highway Superintendent Gary Smith agrees that there were ditches in front of the houses,
but “in the winter when the water lines blow, there is three to four feet of ice down
through there.” Councilman Kevin Hart explains “that if you put a catch basin in with an
overflow on it, that will drop a lot of the stuff into the catch basin, but it’s not going to
work when the people allow their overflow from their wells, which causes the ice all
winter.” Supervisor LaPointe said that “one solution is ditching it all which is not going
to make everyone happy.” Mr. Furdyna asked “if the open ditch were there and someone
letting run off towards the road, would that be acceptable?”” Councilman Hart explained
that “what happens with open run off is that in the winter it will just keep freezing until it
goes up on the road, where it melts and freezes constantly.” Supervisor LaPointe
explained that at the boardwalk, there were major run offs the first couple of years until
they put a french drain in, that takes the drain off to a catch basin in the parking lot.
Councilman Kevin Hart stated that once the bay has been dredged, some action will have
to be taken to cure the problem. “We will take whatever necessary measures we need to
prevent the problems.” People will have to find an alternate source for their well
overflow. Supervisor LaPointe will call Dave Decker to discuss these problems and will
then call Mr. Coulter. Mr. Furdyna then asked the board if the boat launch is regulated.
Supervisor LaPointe answered that the lifeguards do their best to check everyone, but
being a lifeguard is their first priority and responsibility. Mr. Furdyne suggested

charging for launching and possibly having a retired person monitor the boats.
Councilman Hart informed Mr. Furdyna that the board had considered that possibility but
after discussion, felt that course of action wasn’t feasible because of the lack of parking
space.

Tom Cummings of Hutton Square Road

Mr. Cummings asked if the town board had ever approved the closing of the railroad
crossing at Putnam Station? Supervisor LaPointe replied that it was a court order issued
by the judge.

Mr. Cummings also informed the board that he would like to see the ball field fixed and
asked how much money the town was putting into it? Supervisor LaPointe explained that
the board authorized $5000 for the field and that this year a well was drilled at a cost of
$1800 and a grant was received from International Paper Company, which was used for
playground equipment.

Mr. Cummings asked about having the T«wn Hall painted? Supervisor LaPointe told Mr.
Cummings that he had just discussed that possibility with the person that painted in three
years ago.



Charles Bain of Liddle Harris Road.

Mr. Bain asked what was happening with the Ferry Crossing? Supervisor LaPointe
reported that he had talked to a representative from the DEC, and they will contact Joe
Driskall (Director of Soil and Water for Washington County). A discussion was held
about parking and other problems at the site. Charlie would like to have Senator Little
made aware of these problems at the upcoming meeting.

LEGAL
None

PLANNING BAORD
None

HIGHWAY
None.

OLD BUSINESS

Supervisor LaPointe reports that construction on the new town barn is moving right
along. The back wall is up, the roof'is here and the mason work has begun on the offices
and mechanical rooms.

Supervisor LaPointe informed the board that a meeting is being held on July 21% at
9:30AM at Senator Little’s office to discuss the Railroad Crossing. Supervisor LaPointe
encourages the town board members to be at the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Supervisor LaPointe reports that there will be a joint Town Board meeting with
Ticonderoga and Putnam at 7PM on July 28" at the Ticonderoga Armory. This will be
an Informational Meeting on the Black Point Sewer District.

Councilman Greg Harris asked Supervisor LaPointe about repairs on some cemetery
stones. Supervisor LaPointe will contact the contracted person.

Councilwoman Shirley Randall asked about the status of the Royal Anchorage Sewer
District? Supervisor LaPointe sai | that they should be ready to submit plans to the APA
in a few weeks and hopefully start, construction this fall.



On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart to
Adjourn the regular meeting at 7:57PM. About AYES 4, NAYS 0

Respectfully submitted, Patricia Wilson, Town Clerk
John LaPointe Supervisor

Greg Harris Councilman

Shirley Randall Councilwoman

Cathie Burke Councilwoman

Kevin Hart Councilman




Regular Meeting of the Town Board of Putnam, August 11 2005

At 7:00PM the regular meeting of the Putnam Town Board was opened and began by
auditing the bills, Supervisors monthly report and the Town Clerks monthly report.
Councilman Greg Harris opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll
call was taken with the following members present:

Present: Supervisor John LaPointe
Councilman Kevin Hart
Councilman Greg Harris
Councilwoman Shirley Randall
Councilwoman Cathie Burke

Others present: Patricia Wilson (Town Clerk); Mary Jane Dedrick (Deputy Town Clerk);
Gary Smith (Superintendent of Highways); Rose Blood (Town Historian); Jim Coulter;
Bob Coulter; Kathy Bakes, and Jessica May from the Whitehall Times.

Resolution #81

ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 2005 MEETING

Councilman Greg Harris made the motion to accept the minutes of the July 2005 meeting
as presented. Councilman Kevin Hart seconded the motion. All voted Aye. MOTION
CARRIED.

Resolution #82

ACCEPT THE TOWN SUPERVISORS MONTHLY REPORT FOR

JULY 2005

Councilwoman Cathie Burke made the motion to accept the Supervisors Monthly Report,
seconded by Councilwoman Shirley Randall. All voted Aye. MOTION CARRIED

Resolution #83

ACCEPT THE TOWN CLERKS MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 2005
Councilwoman Cathie Burke made the motion to accept the Town Clerks Monthly
Report, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart. All voted Aye. Motion Carried.



Resolution #84

PAY AUDITED BILLS

On motion of Councilman Greg Harris, seconded by Councilwoman Shirley Randall,
the following resolution was: ADOPTED. Ayes 4, Nays 0

Resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #8 in the following amounts;

General Account # 161 - 182 $3,036.42

Highway Account # 88 —99 $6,080.42
Resolved that bills be paid on Abstract #4

Capitol Barn Project #6-9 $204,570.80
Resolved that a bill be paid on Abstract #2

Royal Anchorage Project #4 $21,250.00
CORRESPONDANCE

Supervisor LaPointe reports that the Planning Board received a letter from Miller,
Mannix, Schachner & Hafner, LLC, Attorneys at Law. They report to the Planning
Board that they have received informal communication from several attorneys, telling
them that as a result of ongoing litigation between the applicants and the owners of the
Gabriel property, the judge has issued a “Stay” on further subdivision proceedings. They
advise the Planning Board not to do any additional processing on these applications until
they receive further notice of court authority to continue.

Supervisor LaPointe also received a letter from NYMIR (New York Municipal Insurance
Recipical) with the results of an inspection of the Town buildings and ball field, which
they did in June 2005. They thanked the Town “for the opportunity to perform the
underlying survey of your municipality.” “The recommendations listed are not a
substitute for the safety efforts of daily observation of your employees.” They suggest
that the bleachers at the Town Park are in need of repair and railings be placed on the
front and side of the bleachers. They also suggest an inspection be made of the fire
extinguishers at the Town Hall and the Town Garage. Superintendent of Highways Gary
Smith informed the board that this work has been done.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR

Bob Coulter of Gull Bay

Mr. Coulter reported to the Board that he has met with Dave Decker to address the
migrating of sand from the Gull Bay Beach. He explained that he went down to Harris
Bay to watch the dredging process being done there. Mr. Coulter questioned the board
about the funding and the time line for the Gull Bay dredging. Supervisor LaPointe
spoke to Mr. Decker yesterday and he reported that they haven’t been able to free up the




boat to come to Gull Bay to do the boring, but that it should be happening shortly.
“Dredging should start in September.” They further discussed the possibility of getting a
Bob Cat to draw the sand out that has accumulated around the boat docks. Supervisor
LaPointe also explained that Mr. Decker informed him that there is $25 to $30,000.00 in
place for the funding. Mr. Coulter feels that the dredging will take care of a lot of the
problems. He expressed his appreciation to Supervisor LaPointe and the Town Board for
their concerns.

LEGAL
None

PLANNING BAORD
None

HIGHWAY

Superintendent of Highways Gary Smith reports that the Grade-All is broke down and
that Mr. Ingleston is working on it.

OLD BUSINESS

Railroad Crossing

Supervisor LaPointe reports that Councilman Greg Harris, Councilwoman Shirley
Randall, Councilwoman Cathie Burke, Tom Cummings and Charlie Bain represented the
Town of Putnam at a recent meeting with Senator Betty Little. Joe Driscoll (Soil and
Water), Ted Thompson (DOT) and two representatives from the railroad were also there.
Supervisor LaPointe explains that the railroad representatives were very reluctant to
consider opening the Putnam Station crossing without a major overhaul. They would
consider it if the Town would be responsible for the liability. Supervisor LaPointe told
them that it wouldn’t be feasible for the Town to do that. The railroad representatives
would accept the crossing at Wrights Ferry, even though it is more dangerous and they
would be responsible for the liability. He went on to say that there will be a meeting with
Joe Driscoll on August 15 at 10AM at the Wrights Ferry Crossing. He also said that
Senator Little will see if she can free up some funding, along with Ted Thompson (DOT)
to do some work at Wrights Ferry. Councilwoman Shirley Randall pointed out that it
was said at the meeting that if the Town comes up with a plan for the Putnam Station
Crossing, they should present it to the judge to have the hearing re-opened. Supervisor
LaPointe stated that “Willy Gremke is working on that plan.”

Progress on New Barn
Supervisor LaPointe explained that the New Garage would house two bays for the
County and four bays for the Town. It should be completed in less than a month.




NEW BUSINESS
Black Point Sewer District

Resolution #85

MUNICIPAL RESOLUTION STATE ASSISTANCE TO MUNICIPALITIES FOR
WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (BLACK POINT SEWER
DISTRICT PROJECT)

On motion of Councilman Kevin Hart, seconded by Councilman Greg Harris, the
following resolution was: ADOPTED by Roll Call Vote

Supervisor John LaPointe AYE
Councilman Kevin Hart AYE
Councilman Greg Harris AYE
Councilwoman Shirley Randall AYE
Councilwoman Cathie Burke AYE

WHEREAS, the Town of Putnam, herein called the “Municipality”, after thorough
consideration of the various aspects of the problem and study of available data, has
hereby determined that certain work, as described in its application and attachments,
herein called the “Project”, is desirable, is in the public interest, and is required in order
to implement the Project; and

WHEREAS, Article 56 of the Environmental Conservation Law authorizes State
assistance to municipalities for water quality improvement projects by means of a
contract and the Municipality deems it to be in the public interest and benefit under this
law to enter into a contract therewith;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY The Town Board of Putnam,

1.  That Supervisor John LaPointe, or such person’s successor in office, is the
Representative authorized to act in behalf of the Municipality’s governing
Body in all matters related to State assistance under ECL Article 56, Title 3.
The representative is also authorized to make applications, execute the State
Assistance Contract, submit Project documentation, and otherwise act for the
Municipality’s governing body in all matters related to the Project and to State
assistance;

2. That the Municipality agrees that it will fund its portion of the cost of the
Project and that funds will be available to initiate the Project’s field work within
Twelve (12) months of written approval of its application by the Department
Of Environmental Conservation;



3. That one (1) certified copy of this Resolution be prepared and sent to the
Albany office of the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation.

4.  That this resolution take effect immediately.

Budget Workshop

The Putnam Town Board agreed upon the date of September 8™ at 5:00PM, to hold a
Budget Workshop.

On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart to
Adjourn the regular meeting at 7:30PM. About AYES 4, NAYS 0

Respectfully submitted, Patricia Wilson, Town Clerk
John LaPointe Supervisor

Greg Harris Councilman

Shirley Randall Councilwoman

Cathie Burke Councilwoman

Kevin Hart Councilman







Community Qutreach Program

The C.E.O. from the Ticonderoga Hospital contacted Supervisor LaPointe to discuss the
possibility of a Community Hospital Outreach Program. Putnam residents are invited to
attend to talk about what is going on at the Hospital and what areas need to be addressed.
Supervisor LaPointe has set the date of September 29™ at 7PM at the Putnam Central
School Auditorium to hold the meeting.

On motion of Councilwoman Cathie Burke, seconded by Councilman Kevin Hart to
Adjourn the regular meeting at 7:20PM. About AYES 4, NAYS 0

Respectfully submitted, Patricia Wilson, Town Clerk
John LaPointe Supervisor

Greg Harris Councilman

Shirley Randall Councilwoman

Cathie Burke Councilwoman

Kevin Hart Councilman
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